
 
Community Council Quarterly Meeting Notes 

DATE AND TIME: December 14, 2023 from 10:00 AM to Noon 

ZOOM MEETING REGISTRATION: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkfuuhpjwtH9Q-K74gjT9Y-4t01riEoqbc 

The meeting will be recorded for note-taking purposes only. 

Council email address: calgischair@cgia.org. 
Council website: https://cgia.org/cagiscouncil/. 

AGENDA (times and order subject to adjustment) 

10:00 - 10:10 Welcome and Opening Announcements – Chad Miller, Committee Chair 

Please post your name and email in chat so that we can record attendance. The meeting will be
recorded for note-taking purposes.

Chad introduced the new CGIA Community Council Coordinating Committee. New members Micah
Paulk and Lisa Marun joined existing members Jacob Mark and Jane Schafer-Kramer. The
Coordinating Committee helps put together quarterly meeting agendas, take notes, coordinate
workgroups and fill in for the Committee Chair when needed. The term runs October 1, 2023 to
September 30, 2024.

Jane Schafer-Kramer gave an update on the CGIA briefing given to legislative aides on December 6,
2023. Jacob Mark met Jane in Sacramento and they gave a brown bag lunch presentation on CGIA
and the state's opportunities for further GIS coordination and collaboration as laid out by the Little
Hoover Commission report “Mapping a Strategy for GIS in California”.

Upcoming GIS-related events:

● GEO WEEK: February 11-13, 2024 Denver, Colorado. https://www.geo-week.com/

● Location, Enterprise Addressing & Public Safety (LEAP) Conference: February 27-29, 2024
Virtual. https://urisa-portal.org/page/LEAP_Conference

● CalGIS 2024: March 18-20, 2024 Visalia, California. https://urisa-portal.org/page/CalGIS

Submit events here: https://cgia.org/calendar/ 

Jacob Mark, CGIA Chair:
• No Report - Watch for it in January

Reach out to Jacob at: jacobaamark@gmail.com 

10:10 – 10:40 Underground Safety Board – Amparo Muñoz, USB Chair and Board’s GIS
Mapping Committee member

https://lhc.ca.gov/report/mapping-strategy-gis
https://www.geo-week.com/
https://urisa-portal.org/page/LEAP_Conference
https://urisa-portal.org/page/CalGIS


The California Underground Facilities Safe Excavation Board was created by the Dig Safe Act of
2016 to investigate accidents, develop excavation safety standards and coordinate education and
outreach programs.

The Underground Safety Board is made up of nine members appointed by the Governor and
Legislature. Members are charged with overseeing the safety of excavations around buried utilities by
coordinating the state’s education and outreach efforts, investigating accidents to determine their
causes, setting standards for safe excavation and ensuring the state’s safe excavation laws are
followed.

Their top challenges are:

● Collecting accurate location coordinates in the field
● Updating and maintaining accurate GIS data
● Integrating GIS with existing systems
● Lack of budget allocation

They are working on an ArcGIS platform for a state registry for abandoned lines.

Sign up for email news
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/subscriber/new?topic_id=CNRA_407

They are seeking board members. For more info email digboard@energysafety.ca.gov

Underground Safety Board

Slides of the presentation may be accessed here.

10:40 - 11:10 California Road Sharing (CaRS) - About the Program and Next Steps - Aaron Ott
(Caltrans), Gene Barrera (Merced County), Natasha Potter (CalOES), Joe Hausman (FHWA
AEGIST), Abhishek Bhargava (FHWA AEGIST)

Join us to learn about California Roads Sharing (CaRS) and share your thoughts, ideas on advancing
this initiative in California. Announcement

Collaborative Vision for creating statewide roads dataset
Local governments, counties, state agencies (Caltrans & Cal OES), federal agencies

Federal
Joe Hausman: (FHWA AEGIST)

Abhishek Bhargava (FHWA AEGIST): emphasis on creating a process and product that does not add
to anyone’s workload. Any suggestions and feedback on how to improve this effort are encouraged.
Direct contact with any of the presenters is welcome.

State
Tim Tadlock: (Caltrans; filled in for Chad Baker) identified what statewide roads data set will have.
Caltrans will integrate NG911 data with other datasets. Arizona is currently using a five-step process
for integrating roads data in the state. California plans to follow this model.

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/subscriber/new?topic_id=CNRA_407
https://energysafety.ca.gov/who-we-are/undergroundsafetyboard/
https://cgia.org/cagiscouncil/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2023-12-Underground-Safety-Board-Buried-Utility-GIS-Law.pdf
https://cgia.org/cagiscouncil/workgroups/cars/
https://cgia.org/cagiscouncil/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/AEGIST-California-Roads-Sharing-CaRS-CGIA-Announcement-Flyer-11-20-2023_cim.pdf


Natasha Potter: Cal OES will take data from local departments and provide that to Caltrans; iterative
process: the data goes back to local departments, etc.

Kathleen Mohla: (Caltrans) Only routes that pass validation checks will be entered into the All Roads
dataset.
Underground
Local
Gene Barrera: (Merced County) Caltrans initiative offers an opportunity for collaboration and
coordination between state and county road centerline data.

5 phases to the project. Currently in phase 4.
Phase 4: Callout
Menti.com; code: 8719 6747
Seeking counties to participate in CaRS program

Also looking for contributions and collaborations with the private sector

Using ESRI’s integrated platform for updating data in real time. Currently, updates are done at a
timescale that is convenient for each participating entity.

Contact information is pasted below in the chat.

Slides of the presentation may be accessed here.

11:10 - 11:40 Workgroup and Other Reports 

Tribal Workgroup - Donna Miranda-Begay
No Report. Please check out Donna’s presentation on the Tribal GIS webinar
https://cgia.org/2023/12/tribal-gis-conversation-recording-and-slides/

Policy Advisory-Jacob Mark
Here is a link to the bill tracker.

Communication and Collaboration Task Force - Chad Miller

CGIA Website Committee redesigned the CGIA website. Still discussing how to integrate the
CGIA Community Council website.

Elevation - Nathaniel Roth

(Update by email) A lot of work previously started is underway, and proceeding reasonably
well for the collection and processing of previously announced areas with no new significant
data releases.CA lidar status map:
https://cadoc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/bd0bf12a4c2e40afa1430642ed729152

There was a pretty good ESRI blog on preparing for the new State Plane Coordinate System
that would be worth drawing folk’s attention to in case they haven’t seen it:
https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/arcgis-pro/data-management/prepare-your-data-for-
the-nsrs-2022/

https://cgia.org/cagiscouncil/workgroups/cars/
https://cgia.org/2023/12/tribal-gis-conversation-recording-and-slides/
https://cgia.org/
https://cadoc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/bd0bf12a4c2e40afa1430642ed729152
https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/arcgis-pro/data-management/prepare-your-data-for-the-nsrs-2022/
https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/arcgis-pro/data-management/prepare-your-data-for-the-nsrs-2022/


Hydrography/NHD - Jane Schafer-Kramer

https://cgia.org/cagiscouncil/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Hydrography-Workgroup-Report-for-CGIA-
Community-Council-December-2023.pdf

NextGen 9-1-1 - Rachel Marquez and Gene Barrera

No Report

11:55 - 12:00 General Announcements (Open)

Subsurface Infrastructure - Micah Paulk - quickly presented a high level review of the GIS
requirements set forth by Govt. Code 4216 requiring all new subsurface installations to be mapped
using a geographic information system.

Areas that the regulation is silent on include:

Attributes to be collected (no epochs or datums)
Accuracy Standards (horizontal/vertical)
Designation of what qualifies as “new”
Data security/dissemination standards/procedures
Validation

Future Meetings of the CGIA Community Council:
March 14, 2024
June 13, 2024

Meetings are held from 10 AM to noon; dates and times subject to change. 
Check the website for details: https://cgia.org/cagiscouncil/.  

Please send questions and comments to: calgischair@cgia.org. 

Follow us on LinkedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cgia-community-council 

Chat:
10:01:15 From Jane Schafer-Kramer to Everyone:

Hi! I'm Jane Schafer-Kramer with the CA Dept of Water Resources, National Hydrography data
steward
10:01:28 From Brandon Konicke to Everyone:

Hi everyone. I'm Brandon Konicke, GIS Coordinator for Siskiyou County.
10:01:56 From Marc Epstein to Everyone:

Marc Epstein, California Environmental Technology Education Network.
10:02:09 From Bobby Jo Close to Everyone:

Good morning! I'm Bobby Jo Close with the County of San Luis Obispo, GIS Program Manager
10:02:29 From Benjamin Hickson to Everyone:

Ben Hickson, Anderson Optimization
10:02:37 From Gene Barrera to Everyone:

Gene Barrera- GIS Manager, Merced County
10:02:45 From Denise Wesley to Everyone:

Hi, Denise Wesley, GIS Manager, Trinity County RCD

https://cgia.org/cagiscouncil/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Hydrography-Workgroup-Report-for-CGIA-Community-Council-December-2023.pdf
https://cgia.org/cagiscouncil/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Hydrography-Workgroup-Report-for-CGIA-Community-Council-December-2023.pdf
https://cgia.org/cagiscouncil/
mailto:calgischair@cgia.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cgia-community-council


10:03:09 From Jorge Goicochea to Everyone:
Hi: I am Jorge Goicochea; GIS Analyst, City of Fairfield, CA.

10:03:55 From Terrence Newsome to Everyone:
Hello, Terrence Newsome with Disaster Services over at CA Dept. of Social Services.

10:04:04 From Tim Bowser to Everyone:
Hello All! Tim Bowser, Founder/CEO, Bowser Geospatial, tim@bowsergeospatial.com,

bowsergeospatial.com
10:04:34 From Rhena Berning to Everyone:

Rhena Berning, GIS Analyst II, Solano County, rberning@solanocounty.com
10:05:02 From Micah Paulk to Everyone:

Hey Everyone! I'm Micah Paulk, Director of Tech for COAST and developing a learning
program for utility operators for GIS implementation and field applications.
micah.paulk@coastsurvey.com
10:05:42 From Gerald Schumacher to Everyone:

Gerry Schumacher--Caltrans
10:06:54 From Nathan Shapiro to Everyone:

Nathan Shapiro, GIS Tech II LA County PWnshapiro@dpw.lacounty.gov
10:07:49 From Elijah Larimer to Everyone:

Elijah Larimer, Nevada County Public Works Engineering
10:09:56 From Lisa Marun to Everyone:

Thank you, Jane (and Jacob)!
10:10:01 From Hayley Stone to Everyone:

Hayley Stone - Geographical Information Center, CSU Chico
10:10:58 From Jane Schafer-Kramer to Everyone:

Here's a link to the Little Hoover Commission Report
https://lhc.ca.gov/report/mapping-strategy-gis
10:27:21 From Micah Paulk to Everyone:

The language does not indicate when/where data is to be put into GIS. To be compliant
couldn't an operator take plansets and put them into GIS before any construction takes place and be
in compliance? Does the board have rulemaking capacity to create standards for data
collection/dissemination?
10:43:45 From Lisa Marun to Everyone:

Thank you, Amparo and Anona! Very informative, and we appreciate the Board's leadership in
the planning, design, and development of utility safety standards.
10:43:45 From Micah Paulk to Everyone:

I will email the rest of mine for the sake of time! Thank you so much!
10:46:31 From CGIA to Everyone:

Reacted to "Thank you, Amparo an..." with👍
11:09:30 From Abhishek Bhargava to Everyone:

Go to menti.com, Enter Code: 8719 6747
11:12:23 From Laurie Williams to Everyone:

Cam you share the data schema?
11:17:56 From Jane Schafer-Kramer to Everyone:

Could we have an email contact on CaRS for the meeting notes?
11:20:25 From Laurie Williams to Everyone:

Reacted to "Could we have an ema..." with👍
11:26:09 From Rhena Berning to Everyone:

If there are changes in the NENA GIS data models for road centerlines, are there plans to
keep the CARS data model updated alongside that, or would it stay with the initial NG911 Data
model?
11:36:33 From Rhena Berning to Everyone:

Thank you!



11:36:34 From Abhishek Bhargava to Everyone:
Please reach out to Mariana.Cruz-Gonzalez@wsp.com if you would like to have discussions or

volunteer in CaRS
11:38:10 From Kathleen Mohla to Everyone:

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/19abd0c0c16144efa53db6c75585b8f5
11:39:56 From Ryan Lopez to Everyone:

Gene what is your email?
11:40:57 From Lisa Marun to Everyone:

Excellent, well-organized and coordinated presentation! Thank you!
11:41:50 From Jane Schafer-Kramer to Everyone:

CA lidar status map
https://cadoc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/bd0bf12a4c2e40afa1430642ed729152
11:41:59 From CGIA to Everyone:

https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/arcgis-pro/data-management/prepare-your-data-for-the-nsr
s-2022/
11:52:54 From Drew Decker to Everyone:

Per Jane's mention of the USGS Hydro Community Calls; please send an email to
ddecker@usgs.gov to be added to our subscriber list
11:54:29 From Jane Schafer-Kramer to Everyone:

jane.schafer-kramer@water.ca.gov
11:54:51 From Abhishek Bhargava to Everyone:

Replying to "Gene what is your em..."

Ryan, Gene's email is Gene.Barrera@countyofmerced.com. Also, rest of the team emails are:
Mariana.Cruz-Gonzalez@wsp.com;

Gene.Barrera@countyofmerced.com
chad.baker@dot.ca.gov;
Kathleen.Mohla@dot.ca.gov;
gerald.schumacher@dot.ca.gov;
aaron.ott@dot.ca.gov;
tim.tadlock@dot.ca.gov;
Natasha.potter@CalOES.ca.gov;
joseph.hausman@dot.gov
Abhishek.Bhargava@wsp.com

11:55:15 From Ryan Lopez to Everyone:
Reacted to "Ryan, Gene's email i..." with❤

11:56:05 From Jane Schafer-Kramer to Everyone:
Reacted to "Per Jane's mention o..." with🙂

12:01:11 From Jane Schafer-Kramer to Everyone:
Very informative call today - Thanks everyone!

12:01:23 From Denise Wesley to Everyone:
Thanks!

12:01:28 From Rhena Berning to Everyone:
Thank you!


