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 Org. Capacity: Staffing- New Hire Experience 

Workshop attendees observed that the skills of new hires have changed in recent
years. New employees usually have more specialized skills, as opposed to the broad
interests more common in the past. 
•    Can these focused/ specialized niche skills negatively impact the overall creation
and maintenance of core data sets? 
•    What are the benefits and drawbacks to the changing trends and how might
these be addressed?

Sat Dec 08, 2007 6:01 pm  

MattPrice
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Posts: 15

  

This seems to be somewhat of a generalization.  The number of educational
programs with GIS components has increased and improved over the last
decade.  Fifteen years ago you could have one person who ‘knew’ GIS (look at the
difference between the 1995 ESRI system design strategy document and
today’s).  GIS is now a team sport.  It is probably not the skill sets of the new hires,
but the skill sets of the old guard that need some attention. 

Matt Price 
GIS Manager 
County of Santa Cruz 
701 Ocean Street, Room 530 
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060 
(831) 454-3101
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 CA SDI: Universities as Data Hosts 

Workshop attendees observed that libraries and universities could serve as potential
hosts for regional data. They frequently have the infrastructure, staff, and student
volunteers necessary for keeping a regional data repository operational. It was also
suggested libraries/universities could capture historical snapshots of data to observe
change over time. 
•    Is this a realistic possibility? 
•    If so, how might this be realized?
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The Universities are a great support to regional GIS data development efforts and a
great place to archive historical data.  It seems that given the variation of resources
with respect to the regional councils in some cases the Universities may be the only
option.  There will likely be a mix of hosts, Universities, Local Government, Regional
Government, and possibly the State. 

Ideally, hosting regional data would be done either by regional government (ABAG,
AMBAG, COGs), or the State, with clearly identified responsibilities and dedicated
funding.  The State has several departments that are ‘heavy’ users of GIS (DFG,
CALTRANS, CalFire, OES, Parks…) and these entities are already broken into regions
of their own, so the funding could be incorporated into one or more of these
department’s budgets to support aggregation of regional data.  While this activity
may seem outside of the scope of the State agencies, it wasn’t long ago that GIS
data development and maintenance was outside of the scope of the local agencies.  I
think what needs to happen is an inventory of GIS program funding for all State
agencies to determine if there are existing resources that could be re-directed to help
achieve the CA SDI.  How much does the State pay each year to support its GIS
operations?  How many GIS positions are there?  How much local data has been
collected and compiled already? 

We still need to identify the existing and potential customers of regional data.  I think
we have done a poor job of doing this.  The State and federal government would be
the #1 beneficiary of regional data compilation, but who else could
gain?  PG&E?  AT&T?  Comcast? 

Matt Price 
GIS Manager 
County of Santa Cruz 
701 Ocean Street, Room 530 
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060 
(831) 454-3101
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 CA SDI- Data Availability Snapshot 

A table (found at http://www.cgia.org/DataAvailabilitySnapshot.pdf) summarizes the
responses provided by each regional collaborative through the September
pre-Workshop Survey regarding regional data availability. Please provide any
updates or feedback regarding the regional datasets listed below. We are specifically
asking about data that is: 

•    created by the region, 
•    compiled from local sources, 
•    public domain source data that has been significantly edited/updated/enhanced
by the region, 
•    or data that is licensed by the region from a commercial source. 

Descriptions of each data theme can be found here. 

7 Core Data Themes 
1. Cadastral (not including data from the Bureau of Land Management) 
2. Ortho Imagery (not including NAIP) 
3. Transportation 
4. Elevation (not including NDEP or USGS data) 
5. Hydrography (not including 1:24000 NHD) 
6. Geodetic Control (not including the National Spatial Reference System) 
7. Governmental Units (not including Tiger data) 

11 California Centric Themes 
1. Street Addressing (not including Tiger data) 
2. Utilities 
3. Public Land Conveyance Records (not including data from the Bureau of Land 
Management) 
4. Building and Facilities 
5. Flood Hazards (not including FEMA DFIRM data) 
6. Vegetation (not including data from the Fire and Resource Assessment Program) 
7. Biological Resources (not including data from the California Natural Diversity 
Database) 
8. Cultural and Demographic Statistics (not including Census data) 
9. Soils (not including data from the State Soil Geography (STATSGO) Database or 
the Soil Survey Geographic (SSURGO) Database) 
10. Wetlands 
11. Earth Cover

Sat Dec 08, 2007 4:53 pm  
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