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June 14, 2006

To: George White, Chair CGIA
CC: Mary Cook-Hurly, Council Executive Committee
RE: Support for the California Geographic Information Association

Dear George,

On behalf of the California Geographic Information Council, | wanted to take this
time to express my gratitude for the continued support the California Geographic
Information Association (CGIA), a non-profit organization supported by membership
dues since 1994, gives the Council. In cooperation with the Council, CGIA is extremely
important to the success of GIS proliferation in the state. Collectively we have made
great strides in the past year primarily because the strengths both entities bring
together. Without CGIA the Council would not be able to function, would not have an
independent advocate and would not be in the position it currently is of acquiring
federal grant funding.

Given the State’s unique size and diversity, CGIA’s has an ability to organize
ongoing Regional coordination that the Council does not. This continued coordination
is critical towards a mature state spatial data infrastructure. The structure and
dedication of the CGIA Board of Directors and members lends itself to communicating
with the widest audience of GIS practitioners in the State. Its strategic efforts over the
past years have made tremendous strides in the advancement of GIS and coordination
efforts as a whole. CGIA has taken upon itself such important topics as outreach, the
development of a California geospatial framework data draft plan, a private sector task
force, and other policy formation, advocacy and education initiatives. These efforts are
not one time, and require the continued influence that only CGIA can bring to fruition.
Finally, CGIA has successfully secured grant funding which will have profound impacts
on GIS coordination in the State. Without these efforts, the Council and indeed the
GIS community as a whole in this state would be left far behind.

As your updated www site (www.cgia.org) now reflects CGIA has its fingers
on the pulse of GIS activity in the state. Clearly CGIA'’s efforts in GIS related
news, GIS events, GIS policy forums, regional council surveys, data sharing
efforts, and learning resources provides a sound backbone for continued
statewide coordination.
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As the California GIS Council’s efforts gain momentum within the current
participatory framework, we need to effectively collaborate to enhance our strengths.
The Council will continue to rely on CGIA as a critical partner in advancing GIS to
obtain a mature statewide geospatial data infrastructure. Consequently, the California
GIS Council encourages membership support (http://www.cgia.org/join-cgia.htm) for
CGIA so we can continue working together.

Sincerely Yours,
Original Signed

Michael Byrne, Chair California Geographic Information Council
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